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Introduction 

Globalization has been one of the challenging legacies facing the African 
continent. Globalization is in contemporary perspective reflects on social change 
and global interaction. Africa’s problems have never been the issue of globaliza-
tion. Globalization has become a new form of consciousness, social change and 
social movement. The fundamental understanding of globalization requires 
what Wangari calls the global partnership for development. The globalization 
process requires the need for information and technology transfer, cultural plu-
ralism and global governance. The fundamental of globalization guarantees the 
flow of communication/intercultural exchange. Globalization cuts across the 
cultural, economic, political/institutional framework, scientific and technology 
transfer. Globalization is a form of inter-cultural philosophy. Globalization has 
nothing to do with African cultural heritage. Wangari (2009:160)sees culture as 
“the means by which a people expresses itself, through language, traditional 
wisdom, politics, religion, architecture, music, tools, greetings, symbols, fe-
stivals, ethics, values, and collective identity…culture gives a people self identity 
and character”. 
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Globalization is an ethical imperative for global governance, socio-political 
and economic justice and rule of law measured within the ideological framework 
of new world order. Globalization is the process of responsible interchange 
among nation-states; the tendency to restore the balance of a lopsided political, 
economic and social world order. Africa, as a continent must key in to this glo-
balization process that has been flawed by the cultural systems of the West with 
their seeming incompatibility with Africa and the rest of the world. Globaliza-
tion is a process of global network of cultural interchange; its goals reflect on the 
process of social change. Globalization is the authoritarian control of the world 
order governed by the ideological hegemony of Western Europe, United States 
and the rest of the developed world. 

Globalization as a multicultural system 

Globalization is an integral part if world democracy. It requires the need 
for dialogue and cultural pluralism. The ethics of dialogue reflects on the need 
for international peace. Dialogue requires the need for communication exchan-
ge, information/technology transfer. It is a system of international interaction 
whereby nation-states are engaged in global partnership and it reflects on the 
process of inter cultural exchange and mutual inter-subjective recognition. Glo-
balization is simply cultural humanism and the principle of reciprocal relation or 
universal brotherhood. Globalization is all about the hybrid of culture among 
nation-states. Globalization and cultural pluralism are inter-related concepts. 
Globalization connotes not just the philosophy of social change but that of mul-
ticultural philosophy. 

Globalization, as form of cultural hybridization has been given much 
scholarly attention or concern. 

Globalization has become a new form of social movement. The idea of 
globalization is not just a social movement but that of transnationalization pro-
cess. Globalization reflects on the flow of what Ritzer and Stepnisky (2014) call 
“transnational processes”. For Ritzer and Stepnisky (2014) “The Globalization 
theory cuts across cultural, economic, political, institutional and non-liberal di-
mensions”. Globalization has created a kind of social gap between the rich and 
poor countries of the world. Scholars have also pointed out that the gap betwe-
en the rich and poor has drastically increased as a result of the globalization 
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agenda. Globalization is characterized by the increasing homogeneity and hete-
rogeneity of nation-states. 

Globalization has become an intercultural heritage that has to do with 
what Wangari (2009:162) calls “the tenets of modernity”-with its belief that 
material goods, greater technology and innovation at any cost will solve all our 
problems and meet all our needs-are insufficient to provide an ethical direction 
for our lives”. Globalization issues tend to focus on homogeneity and heteroge-
nity. Globalization presupposes political and new economic consensus of na-
tion-states and political changes. Globalization has been one of the measures 
through which Africa can get of her problems of information/technology trans-
fer, economic woes, quest for development strategy through information ex-
change or sharing. Wangari (2009:52) concludes that: 

 
Along with the political changes brought about by the end of the Cold War, 

a new economic consensus emerged that free markets and free societies would re-
inforce each other and that the integration of the global economy through trade 
and information sharing (“globalization”)-now unhindered by the long-standing 
barriers between West and East- would lift poor countries, along with eastern Eu-
rope and the nations of the former Soviet Union, out of their economic doldrums”. 
 
Globalization emphasizes on the need for African transformation and 

development of her economic and political challenges. Globalization as a form 
of multicultural and liberal dimension is a contemporary theory that is anchored 
in global security and emancipated global society characterized by intercultural 
exchange. 

Globalization does not only denote information and technology transfer 
but the radical transformation of political institutions, economic market structu-
res across a globalized world. Globalization presupposes a positive social force 
and a liberal theory. Alison M.S Watson argues that, “liberal theory would tend 
to suggest that globalization is a positive force, providing not only a system that 
is more economically stable, but one that is more politically stable, and thus less 
conflictual”. Globalization has to do with a cross border process of trade. Joan 
Ferrante (2003) in her work, Sociology: A Global Perspective, defines globalization 
as “the process of ever-increasing cross-border fellow of goods, services, money, 
people, information and culture”. 
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Globalization and the Crises of Development in Africa 

One vital instrument of globalization is information technology or com-
munication. Communication simply means the dissemination of information 
from the sender to the receiver. Africa as a continent has not been able to meet 
up with the globalization process due to economic backwardness, poor econo-
mic planning, ineffective leadership, ignorance, corruption, environmental de-
gradation, lack of technological advancement, HIV/AIDS, malaria, political in-
stability, crises of relevance and identity, foreign indebtedness, trade imbalance, 
epidemics, ethno-religious crises, looting of national treasuries and cultural 
chauvinism, development aid, dependency and brain drain syndrome. Africa, as 
a continent must continue to evolve with an indigenous development that is 
sensitive to the needs of the African peoples in order to meet up with the rest of 
the world and to guarantee sustainable development in terms of its economic 
and political institutions. Africa must get out of its present cocoon, economic 
drawback and predicament for the sake of its quest for sustainable development. 
African emancipation and human development requires a global synergy. It 
requires a global communication that has to do with information/ technology 
transfer or the dissemination of information from one part of the world to other 
part of the world. Globalization aims at the idea of a universal ideal of common 
good all humans. 

Some critics have argued that the globalization process has distorted or 
eroded African identity and authenticity due to the menacing drumbeat of the 
processes of colonialism, neo-colonialism and Western imperialism. Globaliza-
tion is said to be characterized by historical trajectory. 

Africans are suffering from the identity question due to the associated pro-
blems of freewill and choices caused by the government of the global economic 
bodies. Africa as a continent has been facing what I may call modern form of 
economic and political slavery perpetuated by the western imperialist sting. 
Africa as a continent must get out of the present precarious hegemonic systems 
of cultural, political and economic or capitalist system of the West that tend to 
keep the African continent in perpetual poverty. This perpetuity of the drama of 
the African un-freedom and existential condition should be turned upside down 
by drastic measures of an indigenous ideology of economic growth and political 
development that is not obnoxious but people-oriented. African leaders have 
become benefactors of an already impoverished system of economic woes and 
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political lock-jam that the continent is already experiencing. Nevertheless, glo-
balization connotes oneness of humanity. The problems of globalization and the 
African existential condition is basically that of corruption and ignorance. Africa 
must begin to get out of her overdependence on foreign aid which has depicts 
Africa as a helpless continent. Africa should embark on technological deve-
lopment that will eventually bring about food security through the mechaniza-
tion of agriculture. Africa should stop dependent on the west economically and 
technologically. For Dukor (2010:105) believes that: 

Because of the background of unequal opportunities and reinforcing neocolo-
nialism and imperialism, most African and intellectuals have had to adopt the sin-
gular wisdom of advocating Africanity, a kind of partisan approach to the solution 
of African backwardness and enslavement to the west. Hence because of the high 
and sustained opportunities available to the west for development Africa has no 
choice than to take an ideological and partisan position in the formulation of con-
cepts and propositions for African identity, citizenship, and emancipation. Africa 
is however highly economically and technology dependent on the west. 

The need for global partnership for 
development in Africa 

Partnership is a vital element of the globalization process; this partnership 
requires the information system or technology transfer such as the emergence of 
the internet, mass media. Communication has become an integral part of the 
globalization processes. The globalization process requires mutual understan-
ding of all nation-states in terms of their political, cultural, economic interests. 
International relation is synonymous with the concept of globalization. Mutual 
understanding is one process in which nation-states open up to meet their poli-
tical and economic challenges. Globalization is a process of interpersonal hu-
manity, or intercultural dialogue. The global vision of dialogue best encapsulates 
the crucial importance of global integration, human emancipation or internatio-
nal community or interaction. 

Dialogue plays a critical role the globalization process. Dialogue foregro-
unds the need for social change or social movement and cultural humanism. 
Globalization is a concept that brings about the processes of social change. The 
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indispensability of dialogue in the globalization process requires a complex stra-
tegic network of interpersonal or international relations shaped within the nor-
mative framework of multicultural philosophy. Globalization is humanistic and 
people-oriented. Globalization is characterized by humanistic, normative and 
liberal dimension. Liberal dialogue is perceived among nation-states or peoples 
as a systematic process of social movement, intercultural exchange or cultural 
pluralism and global political order. Globalization reflects on the harmonious-
coexistence of peoples in an emancipated global society; it requires a kind of et-
hical immediacy or educable sensibility. Intercultural dialogue requires a globa-
lization process of ultimate unifying normative foundation of the common good 
in the international community. This inter-human dialogue and normative fo-
undation and cosmic structure presupposed an anthropological/existential and 
humanistic dimension. The ultimate role of the globalization process reflects on 
a social change or social movement. 

Globalization has become a new social movement which has led to the 
emergence of feminism, multi-culturalism, ecologism, neo-liberalism, human 
rights, global justice and fundamentalism. Globalization is a contemporary and 
hegemonic ideology that is two-fold. It has both a negative and positive im-
pacts. The major problem of globalization is the emergence of religious funda-
mentalism. Globalization is not only characterized by economic dimension but 
it posits ecological or environmental sustainability, political dialogue, culture, 
neo-liberalism and hegemonic ideology. Globalization is a multi-dimensional 
phenomenon. Globalization despite it multi-dimensional nature connotes some 
sense of uneasiness, arguments and counter arguments. 

Globalization requires a form of tolerance among nation-states in the in-
ternational community. Globalization is characterized not only by cultural, eco-
nomic but political reason. Globalization is a complex network of social interac-
tion. In addition, globalization is not only characterized by economic factor but 
a political objective. Globalization presupposes a larger process of social integra-
tion and emancipation of peoples cross the world and the need for global eco-
nomic and political cooperation. Africans must integrate themselves into the 
world economic and global political order. 

The notion of globalization is characterized by social, political, cultural, 
and economic integration of peoples in a globalized world. It constitutes the ne-
ed for information sharing, and technology transfer. Globalization aims at in-
ternational cooperation, mutual understanding and empathy of peoples among 
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nation-states in a globalized world. Globalization calls for contemporary reflec-
tion by Africans leaders to see how they can cooperate with other nations of the 
world to address their immediate challenges. Globalization has caused a great 
assault on the African continent as a result of the western capitalist tendencies. 
Africa has a choice by keeping with the pace of globalization. Globalization 
aims at harnessing the Africa’s quest for socio-economic growth, development 
strategy and political challenges. The dynamics of globalization has assumed a 
new dimension of transformative mechanism or consciousness. The politics of 
globalization is geared towards African identity, emancipation and the world in 
general. Globalization as a new form of social consciousness has undergone va-
rious arguments and counter-arguments. But, the underlying spirit of globaliza-
tion in relation to African sustainable development aims at international coope-
ration or the betterment of all in globalized world. This agenda of a better world 
is embedded in the universal humanism, the need for mass democracy, human 
rights, equal opportunities among individuals and nations of the world, and to 
avoid the suppression of the minority group. Globalization presupposes a criti-
cal analysis of contemporary social change and global interaction. 

Globalization is waning to a new form of consciousness, social change and 
social movement. Globalization as cultural humanism is based on the funda-
mental understanding of the human person at the national and the international 
level. The fundamental understanding of globalization guarantees the flow of 
communication exchange process and new form of consciousness among na-
tion-states. Globalization is a form of inter-cultural philosophy that has to do 
with the interconnected-ness of peoples in globalized world. Globalization is 
characterized by the lofty ideals of political systems, global governance, social 
and economic progress among nation-states. Globalization deals with the pro-
cess of international injustice and rule of law measured within the normative 
framework of equality of opportunities o peoples among nation-states. Globali-
zation is the process of systematic change and the tendency to restore the balan-
ce of a lopsided political, economic and social injustice(inequality). It has been 
observed that the globalization process has been flawed by the political systems 
of the West with their seeming incompatibility with Africa and the rest of the 
world. Globalization is a process of global network of political order and its set 
goals or objectives reflect on the process of systematic change in a new world 
order. Globalization is the authoritarian control of the world social-political 
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economic system by the Western world. The clear objective of globalization 
aims at championing political and economic liberalization among nation-state. 

The phenomenon of globalization as a defining hegemonic ideology has 
been seen as a world political order; it is probably geared towards the esta-
blishment of a system of a new world order. 

Finally, globalization should be understood in terms of socio-economic, 
political, cross-cultural exchange alongside scientific and technology transfer. 
Globalization has attracted a lot of scholarly attention across the globe. Globali-
zation has always been at the epicenter of most developmental dynamics of na-
tion-states in a globalized world. The idea of globalization as a universal huma-
nism has an inextricable nexus with African sustainable development. Our con-
temporary world today seems to be caught up in a new trend that seeks to en-
throne a new form of humanistic dimension. As Innocent Asouzu (2004:27) ri-
ghtly observed in his book, “The Method and Principles of Complementary Re-
flection: In and Beyond African Philosophy” that “our world appears to be cau-
ght up in a new trend that seeks to enthrone a new form of humanism that 
bridges the differences between human beings in all spheres of life. A concept 
that best captures this trend and some of the ideals driving it is the idea of glo-
balization”. 

Fundamentally, globalization seeks to express a sort of universal/cultural 
humanism designed to make the world a better place for all mankind based on 
equal opportunities, rights, and privileges. 

The underlying notion of globalization is that human beings and nation-
states ought to have access to equal opportunities, rights and privileges. Africa 
as a continent has been characterized by a slow pace in terms of development 
strategies. The idea of globalization aims at ensuring a betterment of all human 
beings in the world. Accordingly, Innocent I. Asouzu (2004:op.,cit.,) concludes 
that, “we see the spirit underlying this trend very concretely expressed in all tho-
se cases where human beings make spirited efforts to surmount some of the arti-
ficial barriers that keep people apart and seek to join their efforts in building a 
better world”. Globalization aims at the cultural humanism; the simple fact of 
making the world a better for all human beings to live in. 

Globalization has become a system whereby the disposition of some posi-
tive signs of human tolerance towards other cultures and ways of life of a people 
is tolerated. 
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Globalization presupposes the fact that people concede to the positive ide-
als entrenched in this international system of cooperation whereby people over-
come their national and geographical constraints. 

Globalization, as Innocent Asouzu (2004:28) rightly observes, “stretches 
from the areas of trade and commerce, to cooperation in science, industry, and 
technology. The same is applicable in the areas of sports, entertainment, trans-
portation, tourism, religion, education, research etc”. 

The idea of globalization is designed to address plethora of human challen-
ges and it involves the positive efforts made by diverse international organiza-
tion to address the problem of humanity. 

Globalization has an implicit nationalization and internationalization of 
the human person, politics, rule of law, justice and the common good. Globali-
zation is an attempt to address the issues of corruption in governments among 
nation-states. Globalization is geared towards driving and lofty ideals towards 
ensuring that there is no suppression of minority groups and inequality. Globa-
lization is geared towards bridging the gap between the rich countries and the 
poor countries. For Innocent Asouzu (2004:28-29) “the same is valid for the 
genuine attempts at bridging the divide between the rich and the poor, balan-
cing the disparities in income and other deplorable inequity with regard to ge-
neral socio-economic conditions of people that is to say, due to globalization, 
there appears to be a higher level of awareness concerning people’s problems 
since they can now speak out, influence public opinion both at the national and 
international level”. 

Globalization has assumed a new form of consciousness and a coalition of 
common interest that does not impede world harmony or cooperation in the 
world. Globalization has become a movement that tends to surmount the para-
doxical nature of the world situation today. Globalization is characterized by the 
collective human efforts geared towards a better world for the common good 
and benefit of all. The idea of globalization as a new form of consciousness, 
universal humanism and as collective human efforts has been misconstrued by 
many. This misconception has been termed by Asouzu (2004:34) as a “global 
paradox”. 

Globalization aims at subverting all forms of exploitative socio-economic 
tendencies and it addresses all perceived forms of divisions among nation-states 
of the world. 
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Accordingly, Innocent Asouzu (2004:30) believes that, “it is applicable to 
all those draconian exploitative socio-economic policies and measures devised to 
foster division, inequality, and repression among people. All these are happe-
ning in world where democracy, human rights, and freedom of self expression 
are celebrated as the canons and treasures of modernity and civility”. Globaliza-
tion aims at the effective enculturation of nation-states across the globe; it is ge-
ared towards economic cooperation and responsible interchange of cultures. 
Dukor (2008:16-17) observes that, “globalization is both economic and cultural, 
yet the side is effective enculturation of developing nations who are at the rece-
iving ends of Western technology and economic aids, and by implication, the 
Western social and cultural values”. 

Globalization and Development in Africa 

Globalization and the question of African development call for serious phi-
losophical discourse. Development is an all-embracing concept. Development 
crises in Africa are caused by plethora of factors. African development has al-
ways undergone slow pace due to the hydra-headed nature of ignorance, corrup-
tion, political instability and dependency syndrome among African leaders and 
their governments. Globalization is not really antithetical to African deve-
lopment because it calls for collective effort to solve human problems. When we 
talk about development we are simply referring to the “de-colonization of our li-
feworld. African leaders ought to be sensitive to the needs of the African peo-
ples; human needs such as standard of living, literacy, telecommunication, hou-
sing, water supply, transportation (land, air, sea), provision of health facilities, 
good road networks, good governance, effective leadership structures, good eco-
nomic policies, and the implementation of these policies. 

The major impediment to African development is solely caused by corrup-
tion and ignorance. African leaders are very corrupt and they have failed to be 
sensitive to the needs of the African peoples. They see corruption as an honest 
way of survival. We have loss the sense of our African humanity and identity 
due to the problem of corruption, ignorance, brain drain, dependency syndrome 
in Africa. We should stop blaming the effects of globalization on the African 
continent. The question is therefore, who is globalizing or under developing 
who? Globalization and development have to do with universal human affairs 
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and needs. The African people have assumed a double consciousness due to the 
emergence of the globalization process and this is a contradiction. What have 
become more intense in the globalization process which reflects on the atten-
dant effects of development crises in Africa are the challenging legacies of iden-
tity crises, cultural alienation, ideological distortion, ignorance, corruption, lo-
oting, socio-economic woes, the inability to harness the human and natural re-
sources, political instability, brain drain, and the culture of dependency. The 
development crises in Africa are mainly caused by the twin problems of depen-
dency syndrome and political instability. For Dukor (2010:83): 

If there is anything that has been and will continue to be the bane of African 
development and freedom, it should be the phenomenon of dependency syndrome 
and political instability. Dependency syndrome and political instability are twin si-
sters. They are causally related, each accentuates and reinforces the other simulta-
neously. But both constitute one of the efficient causes of African un-freedom. 
Some have viewed African slavery as a dependency syndrome… African depen-
dency is her dependence materially and economically on the European capitalist 
system. On the other hand, African dependency is said to be theoretically designed 
by the west to condition and alter the internal functioning and articulation of the 
elements of the African social formation, which in turn leads to political and social 
instability. 

Globalization as a Challenge for Africa 

The conceptualization of globalization in Africa has undergone some mi-
sconceptions. Accordingly, Innocent Asouzu (2004:31) believes that, “on the 
international plane, this form of understanding globalization easily equated with 
Western imperialism led by and championed by the United States of America 
and her allies against the rest of the world. In this connection, such world bo-
dies as IMF and WTO are perceived as the very evil arms of these agents of in-
ternational conspiracy designed merely to sap vital life blood out of already weak 
and poor nations”.17Africa and other poor nations of the world have always been 
at the receiving ends of this entrapments of globalizations. Globalization has 
had a very negative consequence to the people and governments of Africa. The 
idea of globalization in Africa has undermined the internal productivity of va-
rious African countries. Globalization has poses very big ideological constraints 
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on many African countries. The trends of globalization have led to developed 
nations to have economic and political support from other weaker nations of the 
world. These trends have been duly dictated by inequality in the status of va-
rious nations. African countries are faced with the inability to resist imposed 
policy by the two world bodies (IMF and WTO). The problem with the Afri-
can continent is that of ignorance and corruption which must be drastically ad-
dressed by African leaders. Strictly speaking, the problem goes beyond ignoran-
ce. The major problem is that of corruption. The problem of corruption has be-
come a bane to African development or her quest for sustainable development 
or developmental dynamics. We as Africans must begin to steer a new course in 
our African mentality. Africa’s quest for sustainable development is always mar-
red by the global capitalist system which has been hindered by religious crises, 
ignorance, corruption, economic woes, mis-governance or political instability, 
cultural crises and lack of environmental sustainability. Our African identity has 
been distorted by socio-economic malaise and political lock-jam. The million-
dollar question we need to ask ourselves as Africans is that who is globalizing 
who? 

The overall implications of the decadence in the African continent is that 
African leaders have become insensitive to the already impoverished system in 
the African soil whereby poverty, diseases, earl death, poor economic system, 
lack of political ideology, epidemics, religious bigotry, bribery and corruption, 
lack of environmental sustainability, aid or the culture of dependency and wa-
stage and the looting of national treasuries reign supreme among African le-
aders. Politics in Africa has been devoid of an ideology framework and political 
will, African society has been seriously monetized and politicized by African le-
aders; what governed the African society are the politics of interest and the clash 
of political interests by African leaders. The globalization process and deve-
lopment strategies as far as Africa is concerned have been at its lowest ebb. Poli-
tical stability and economic growth in many African countries is very slow; it 
requires a concerted effort to put Africa with the map of development and tech-
nological progression and assimilation. 

Globalization has intrinsically eroded African culture, identity, and fre-
edom. What we are experiencing in Africa today is cultural inferiority caused by 
Western imperialism. African languages must be resuscitated and revived. Wi-
thout language there is no culture. For Luke Ugwueye (2007:106), “to kill a 
language is to kill a culture”. Africa has to take a choice as far as globalization is 
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concerned. Africa as a continent must keep pace with the rest of the world in 
terms of ensuring social justice, equality of opportunities, political stability, eco-
nomic growth, information/technological development, environmental susta-
inability, good democratic governance and effective leadership. Globalization 
has become a mere camouflage. Globalization has both a twisted and lofty ide-
als. Africa as a continent must drastically reduce its overdependence on foreign 
aids. Globalization as a new form of consciousness should take the form of in-
ternational integration and interaction. Accordingly, African countries should 
take it upon themselves to tackle the challenging legacies or problems of pover-
ty, early death, ignorance, corruption, economic woes, political instability that 
are bedeviling the African continent. Corruption, as a new way of life among 
African leaders has become a big worry which has automatically hindered Afri-
ca’s quest for development. Development is an all-embracing concept and Afri-
ca as a continent must key into this development strategies of the socio-
economic equality, political reconstruction and the transformative mechanism 
among the African peoples. We as Africans must contribute to the economic 
development and political growth of Africa rather than draining the natural and 
human resources. Globalization should not be seen as a ploy. Africa as a conti-
nent should free itself from its own leadership crises. Africans, many a times, are 
the cause of their own problems. We should not shift Africa’s socio-political 
and economic woes on the hegemonic ideology or tendency of globalization. 
Africa as a continent cannot survive on its own and Africa needs other conti-
nents of the world to grow and develop. Africa must embrace the development 
strategy as caused by the new trend of globalization. 

We as Africans must reject the negative impacts and embrace the positive 
impact of globalization; it should not be seen as a new form of modern ens-
lavement; but as a new form of global dialogue social change or social move-
ment; that is geared towards bettering the human world. Globalization aims at a 
new form of human emancipation, political and economic liberalization. Globa-
lization is a kind of emancipatory ideal. It is a new form of universal brotherho-
od. Globalization should bridge the gap between the rich and poor countries of 
the world rather than creating an uneven unequal distribution of benefits and 
resources. Globalization should be seen as an ethical imperative for socio-
economic or beneficial change of peoples; it helps in reducing the growing in-
equalities among nation-states in the globalize world. Globalization is characte-
rized by information exchange and technology transfer. African countries 
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should see globalization as the genuine humanization of the world ideological 
order. We should aim at a global vision that does not destroy human freedom 
but which guarantees one global political order. It aims at the politics that does 
endanger the whole of humanity. Globalization can definitely pave the way for 
African development. Development is multi-dimensional and multi-faceted. 
For Rodney (1972:1), “development in human society is a many-sided process”. 
Development is governed by universal condition. Accordingly, Rodney (1972:3) 
believes that “development was universal because the conditions leading to eco-
nomic expansion were universal”. Globalization has assumed a new form of po-
litical and economic liberalization. Globalization is a form of universal 
brotherhood. Globalization reflects on transformative mechanism what Inno-
cent I. Asouzu (2003:155) calls “the principles of harmonious complementa-
tion”. Globalization reflects on the need for intercultural dialogue that is geared 
towards mutual inter-subjective recognition and the idea of universal common 
good among countries in the international community. Accordingly, Iain Mac-
kenzie (2009:5) concludes that “perhaps politics is really a cooperative affair, so 
that political activity is first and foremost a way of binding together groups of 
people with common interest? Rather than presuppose disagreements and con-
flict, it may be that politics is best thought of as the pursuit of the common go-
od”. Many scholars have viewed globalization as a form of hegemonic ideology 
or ideological distortion or framework that presupposes a lopsided process of 
world social change. Its lopsided nature must be inverted to pave the way for the 
much needed economic progress and political stability of Africa in particular 
and the world in general. Globalization is not all about new form of conscio-
usness or universal brotherhood but it is an extension of global communalism. 
Dukor (2008:24) sums it up that “in African philosophy, the idea of globaliza-
tion is an extension of the philosophy of communalism”… This concept is one 
of the offshoots of the idealism and concepts of brotherhood of mankind arising 
from the fact of global trends in human relations”. Finally, globalization has be-
come a monistic and intercultural philosophy. It is also regarded as a borderless 
system of world capitalist economy. Dukor (2008:25) concludes that “globaliza-
tion is the idea of borderless economy”. 

Globalization and regionalization are related processes. Globalization has 
become one of the buzzword in industrial political economy used either to defi-
ne the successes of contemporary industrial economic relations or its abject fa-
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ilure (Watson 2004:65). Like many of the most commonly used term in the so-
cial sciences, its definition is not without some failures. 

Indeed, it is a term used with such frequency, to discuss so many global 
phenomena, that its use has become problematic, often serving to observe ar-
guments, regarding the benefits of different forms of global international, rather 
than clarifying them(Wtason:2004). 

Generally, as observed by Watson M.S Alison (2004:65-66): 

Globalization has four common interpretations. It is used to describe a speci-
fic historical era; it is used as a reference to the so-called triumph of (American va-
lues). It is used to describe the transformation of the international economy into a 
single worldwide economy, in which national economies are much less significant 
as autonomous units: and it is used to describe a process of social and technological 
transformation. 

For John Hoffman and Paul Graham (2009: 497), see “globalization as a 
linkage between peoples of the globe that enable them to understand and empa-
thize with one another”. 

Ritzer and Stepnisky (2014:571) see “globalization as the spread of world-
wide practices, relations, consciousness and organization of social life. Globali-
zation is characterized by what Ritzer and Stepnisky (2014:580) call “multicul-
tural character”. 

Ritzer and Stepnisky (2014:600) believe that “globalization can be analyzed 
culturally, economically, politically and institutionally. Globalization and regio-
nalization are interchangeably used. (Watson 2004:60). Globalization should be 
de-centered. 

For Kez Ugbor Gabriel (2013: 375) concludes that “unless de-centered and 
disrobed as such, globalization is a euphemism that ideologically sugarcoats the 
old wine of race-indicated transnational power exertion in a new bottle of simu-
lacra”. Globalization emphasizes the need for what Kez Ugbor Gabriel 
(2013:381) calls “the struggles of human agency as individuals and collectivi-
ties”. Globalization is an hegemonic system. Kez Ugbor Gabriel (2013:388-389) 
sees “globalization as an ongoing technological, political, economic and socio-
cultural power dynamics and processes”. 

For Kez Ugbor Gabriel (2013:388): 
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Globalization presupposes myriad forms and bases of transnational power ex-
ertion, from colonial-capitalist expansion, imperialist state-military power politics, 
major wars, supranational organizations, multinational corporations, and social 
movements, to the old era and new technologies of transportation, information 
and communication… a critical dynamic orchestrating the myriad modes and 
means of such transnational power exertion is arguably the global articulation and 
generalization of white racial hegemony, its fortunes, and vicissitudes, possibilities 
and limitations. 

Wangari Maathai 2009 believes that Africa is facing the challenges of 
development and globalization. African governments must evolve in a sustaina-
ble development strategy and accountable system of democratic government. 
For Wangari Maathai (2009:267): 

The principles of sustainability, accountability and equity need to be made re-
al and tangible. ….accountability must mean local, regional and international insti-
tutions working in concert to ensure that the industrialized countries do not repeat 
the sins of the colonial period, and extract without genuine recompense or an eye 
to protecting the resources of the future. This will require international efforts to 
bolster government and civil society institutions to ensure that private interests 
which have a role to play in developing the region do not do so at the expense of 
local citizens and the short and long term survival of central Africa and beyond. 
African government must give way for honesty and transparency. 

For Wangari (2009:285), Africans must be shrewd and encourage honesty 
and transparency, and not give away so cheaply to ignorance or corruption. 
African leaders must be knowledgeable in terms of effective leadership tenets. 
For Wangari (2009:109) “as with so many of Africa’s challenges, it is up to the 
African leadership to stop internal conflicts powered by greed and to ensure that 
it no longer continues its inequitable arrangements. There is also opportunity 
for leadership at other levels – for instance, Africa’s civil society. Wangari 
(2009: 3) observes that the place of Africa in globalization process should aim at 
justice, wealth, peace, equality and respect. She enjoins us as Africans to search 
for a route out of poverty, ignorance, ill-health, and early death, violations of 
basic rights, corruption, environmental degradation, and many other problems 
associated with Africa such as mis-governance and leadership crises. 
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Concluding remarks 

The question of development in Africa is a pivotal issue of African free-
dom. Globalization is not an impediment to our cultural values but it entails a 
radical shift from the community based practices to the international links that 
have put aside national boundaries highlighting broad range production, 
investments, politico-economic stability, trade relations, socio-cultural exchange 
organized on a global scale as a universal accepted principles. 

This is in line with what Wangari Maathai (2009) calls global partnership 
for developments in Africa. This paper hazards an appraisal of how globaliza-
tion has come to stay and how Africa has to key into this lofty ideal of global 
partnership in order to fast track the quest for sustainable development in Afri-
ca. The question of development as far as Africa is concerned is the most fun-
damental question as a challenge of Africa in this new millennium. 

African governments or leaders have no excuses in order to move Africa 
forward. The way forward for African development is to avoid corruption and 
the culture of wastage and primitive system of beliefs. We must begin to embra-
ce scientific cum technological progression and assimilation. African deve-
lopment relies on globalization as an intercultural philosophy. No country in the 
world can definitely operate in total isolation. Globalization entails the collec-
tive or common interests of nation-states culturally, politically, socially, scienti-
fically, technologically, educationally and economically. For Wangari (2009:71) 
“development can help communities climb the ladder out of extreme poverty. 
These involve investments in basic health; improvements in education; more ef-
ficient and regular power, transport, and communication services; and the provi-
sion of clean drinking water and proper sanitation”. 

Wangari (2009:3) posits that in order to attain sustainable development in 
Africa we have to find ways to break the wall that separates the peoples of Afri-
ca from justice, wealth, peace, and respect and she posits that “we have searched 
for a way out of poverty, ignorance, ill health and early death, violation of basic 
rights, corruption, environmental degradation, and many other problems associ-
ated with Africa. 

Wangari (2009:239-240) posits that: 

Nevertheless, the MDGs offer a useful heuristic device not only as a tool to 
analyze development in general, but as measures against which the commitment of 
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leaders in both the rich industrialized countries and the developing world to pro-
gress in human welfare and sustainable development can and should be judged. 
The eight MDGs, to be met by 2015 we are to 1) eradicate extreme poverty and 
hunger; 2) achieve universal primary education; 3) promote gender equality and 
empower women; 4) reduce child mortality; 5) improve material health; 6) combat 
HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases, 7) ensure environmental sustainability; 8) 
develop a global partnership for development. Achieving each of the eight MDGs 
– depends heavily on healthy ecosystems, but this fact is often over looked, and the
seventh MDG has not received as much attention as the others. 

Wangari (2009:52-53) concludes that “a new economic consensus emerged 
that free markets and free societies would reinforce each other and the integra-
tion of the global economy through trade and information sharing (globaliza-
tion) now unhindered by the long-standing barriers between West and East”. 

Abstract 

Africa’s quest for sustainable development has been marred by the crises of identity issues 
and relevance. Globalization in a multicultural context has never been Africa’s problem. Globali-
zation has it negative side, but Africa must key into this heterogenous nature of globalization in 
order for Africa as a continent to move forward. Globalization has a positive role to play in Afri-
ca’s quest for development in terms of technological and information transfer from developed 
countries. No continent can operate in isolation politically, socially, culturally, scientifically, tech-
nologically and economically. The Globalized world needs what Wangari Maathai (2009) calls 
“the global partnership for development”. The development crises in Africa need to evolve by a vi-
able alternative of indigenous development oriented ideology whereby the issues of ignorance, 
corruption, economic woes, ineffective leadership, and political instability in Africa are strictly 
tackled. Africa as a continent must be committed to solve her development crises through equita-
ble distribution of human and natural resources. Africa must engage in technological development 
in order to meet up with the rest of the world. This paper appropriates and appreciates the deep 
logical and philosophical insight offered by Wangari Maathai (2009:274) who believes that “it is 
fundamental that Africa’s leaders create the conditions under which their peoples gain confidence, 
dignity, a sense of self worth-will the citizens themselves actively participating in this effort”. 

Key words: globalization, development, wangari, crises, information/technology 
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