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ck to the early 13th century, 

-

ngol empire 

capital at Sarai, on the l

1

iddle 

Eastern sources of the time, the terms ‘Tatar’ and ‘Mongol’ were used 

                                                 
1 Die Goldene Horde: Die Mongolen in Russland 1223–1502,  

 - ij, Zolotaja orda i jejo padenie –Leningrad 
-  



 

. Gradually, the term ‘Mongol’ was dropped and 

‘Tatar’ gradually became the usual des

 

th century the entire Golden Horde 
3

d 

 

4 th cen-

- -

land). They included “princes of the blood” – 

Chingiz Khan – 

Grand Duch

o were 

                                                 
 -

Fundamenta Philologiae 

Turcicae  
3 Islamization and the Native Religion in the Golden Horde

-  
4 Kronika Polska, Litewska, Zmódzka i Wszystkiej Rusi  
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– 

lam – iven the right to marry local 

 

 

 
th century, 

6

(or more accurately

th cen-

tury or early 18th 
th 

which the Quran 

7  

they used Arabic loanwords, “Slavicising” them morphologically and 

phonetically8

                                                 
 Historiae Lituaniae pars prior  

6 

 
7 Belorusskije teksty pisannyje arabskim pis’mom i ich grafiko-

sistema, -  
8 British Library Kitab 

Akiner, Religious Language of the Belarusian Tatars: A Cultural Monument of Islam in Europe, 
- -  
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orthographically inaccurate (“a shockingly illiterate mix of semi-

i-Tatar”, as one scholar put it), indicating that the scribe was not well 
9  

 

 

-

 

- Tefsir  – ‘interpretation’, ‘exegesis’): the text of the whole 

Quran 

 

- Khamail  – ‘to carry’): collections of prayers and pious 
 

11

 

- Dalawar/dualary/dwalary du‘a – ‘prayer’ + Turkic plural suffix -

lar +  -y

d13  

- Kitab kitab – ‘book’): this is the largest and most varied genre. The 

kitabs 

folios. There are also some smaller versions, known as “half kitabs”.  

kitabs, like khamails

                                                 
9 idem, –

 
 , “Rocznik Tatarski” 

 
11 op. cit  

 A , “Sprawozdania 

-  
13  
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Kitabs  

The kitabs 

 

categorize

kitabs 

kitab 

Quran and the 

Hadith

t are particularly 

are the account of Muhammed’s Miraculous Journey to the Heavens 

(Miraj

David and the Rich Man’s Ox; and Isa (Jesus) and the Three Avaricious 

Men14  

jak muvi 

                                                 
14 Se British Library Kitab Contents of the 

British Library Kitab Tatarzy   
i kulturze - -  
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Pan Bug jak prorok muvil u kurane 

piše Quran

Tefsir  

The kitab 

-  

-durr -

Prop -  

 he  including a well-

– 

Turkic- -
16

 the Golden Horde and would have 

 

The nineteenth-

ern Turkestan Rabghuzi’s  17

kitabs and khamails 

heard and transcribed a narrative on the “Death of Meryema”. He com-

mented that it was very similar to the version that is found in Rabghuzi’s 

- . It is worth noting that the “Death of Meryema” occurs 

kitabs 

                                                 
 op. cit. -  

16 -

late 13th and early 14th 
th 

Khwarezmian, an Eastern Turkic language. Rabghuzi’s - , a collect

th and 16th  
17 -mu tomu zapi-
sok imperatorskago Akademii Nauk -  
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18  

from Rabghuzi’s work. However, in the Tatar kitabs 

 

 

–  

kitabs 

 the Tatar 

topic19

 

British Library Kitab , directly or indirectly, 

 

order: Genesis Exodus Leviticus 

Numbers Deuteronomy Isaiah 

                                                 
18 Religious 

-  
19 , Staropolski apokryf 

-  
 British Library Tatar Belarusian Kitab - -19th 

 

AN ECLECTIC LITERARY MONUMENT: THE RELIGIOUS LITERATURE OF THE TATARS ... 39



 

Kings Job  Jonah 

indirect  

Genesis to Deuteronomy

Torah (‘teaching’, ‘instruction’), in 

Pentateuch

Taurah/Tawrat and revered as God’s revelation to 

cluded in the Taurah

 

 

Pentateuch are generally referred to as “books of Moses”. So, for ex-

18, verse 24’, i.e. Leviticus

 

15’, i.e. Deuteronomy

-

ian un th century  

                                                 
 , : ‘Say (O Muslims): We believe in Allah and that which was 

revealed unto us and that which was revealed unto Abraham, and Ishmael, and Isaac … and that 

which Moses and Jesus received …’; ura 5, ayat 44: ‘Lo! We did reveal the Torah, wherein 

is guidance and a light …’. (translations from The Meaning of the Glorious Koran: The Koran 

rendered into English  
 In the early 16th –
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-

Biblia Leo-

polity – 

Biblia Wujka 

-

e

th  

-  

                                                 
McMillin, A History of Byelorussian Literature -

th 

  
 –

-  
 It -16th th century – 

– -

- Report of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, Vol  -  
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to Antioch: adnaho zvane Jechja a druhij Ševban – 

 jedin Jan, drugi Stafan. 

Šeme‘un
jest Potr Genesis XI, 

line 24 (“And Nahor lived nine and twenty years, and begat Terah”), the 

Nachuru u dvaccac 

text. Thus, ‘Moses’ is rendered as Mus   in 

Is  

Misir and Jehift 

name: Jusuf bil u Jehifce. 
 

 

 

-

kitabs
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are cited in the kitabs

kitabs

  

 

 

British Library Kitab  

Genesis, chapter 

Genesis Quran 

nveyed in a poetic, elliptical manner, unlike 

-

Genesis 

-

Genesis Job

in Arab mythology but ‘Bahamut’ is depicted as the huge fish that supports the 

being copied mechanically. It also indicates the scribe’s knowledge of the Old 

 

tion (which are Bab ‘chapter’). For the sake of 

written

 

                                                 
 

r -line at: 
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 Pan Bog: Nech 

ilo 

 

 

 

 

WB: 

 

ko trecego 

 

WB: 

 

                                                 
 The term odchlan / OBR , atchlanie

– 
–  
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WB: 

 

  

 

-

 

 

WB: 

nad ziem   

 

I   niajcie wody morskie: 

   

renta 

 

napelnajca 

-   

-

kture ovec dr
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WB:   

ch

morskim, i ptastwu powietrznemu, i bestyom, i wszystkiej ziemi, i nad wszelkim 

, 

 

 

I u, i wszemu 

 

 I 

 

   

 

  

 

3. 

 

In the Quran

 

 

 

 
 

                                                 
 The Meaning of the Glorious Koran: The Koran rendered into English 
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m 

 

 kitabami i kompilacjami ma-

 

– – 

 

-

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

-
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