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VALUES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION: 
FROM SCHUMAN’S VISION OF INTEGRATION TO TODAY’S EUROPE 

AND ITS DEPARTURE FROM CHRISTIAN ROOTS

|� �A b s t r a c t

‣‣ Goal – The aim of the article is to confront Robert Schuman’s vision of integration 
based on Christian values with the values of today’s EU pointing to the threats resulting 
from Europe’s departure from its Christian heritage. European identity, as a result of 
the rejection of the Christian values on which it was built, is currently in a crisis that 
threatens the existence of Europe.

‣‣ Research method – To achieve the purpose of the paper, a literature review was con-
ducted and an analysis method was employed. The article also makes use of media 
articles, because the media currently play a significant role in shaping life values. The 
article is descriptive in nature. The manuscript has a journalistic-apologetic character. 
The article combines the fields of economics and also philosophy, and political science, 
showing that the issue of values is not confined to a single academic discipline. The 
starting point for the considerations presented in the manuscript is the identification 
of Christian values with the only “true” European values.

‣‣ Score/results – The analysis leads to the conclusion that cutting off the roots will 
result in moral relativism, constituting a threat to European integration and a crisis 
threatening the existence of the European Union. Economics and finance should not 
be considered in isolation from the Christian values on which the European Union 
was built.

‣‣ Originality/value – The results of the analysis may influence the increase in awareness 
regarding the consequences of the European Union’s departure from its Christian roots, 
as envisioned in the European integration vision by the Servant of God Robert Schu-
man. This analysis should serve as a starting point for further research on the crisis 
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of values in the European Union. The issue is undoubtedly worth further academic 
exploration, because it is an important economic and social issue.

|Keywords:  integration, European Union, Schuman, values, crisis of Christian values, 
economy and finance, John Paul II

1. Introduction

European culture was shaped by Christians and therefore the values that consti-
tute the basis of this culture are referred to as Christian values. The justification 
for their existence is God. Christian values are divided into specifically Christian 
values and universal ethical values. Man recognises the former in the light of 
Revelation and accepts them by an act of faith, together with the rules of conduct 
related to them. A subset of these values includes the truth of faith about the 
supernatural dignity of man, merited by Jesus Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, as 
well as ethical principles, including respect for every person and brotherly love, 
also relating to enemies. Universal ethical values are the basis of the humanistic 
social order and include: the good of the human person, the good of the family and 
the common good. The good of the human person regards the rights bestowed on 
every human being, including the right to live from conception to natural death. 
The good of the family is based on marriage, i.e. a lasting relationship between 
a woman and a man and, among others, the right to raise children in accordance 
with their own religious values. The good of the nation refers to the natural 
community of people, bound by common spiritual values, i.e. language, tradition, 
religion, culture. Every nation has its own dignity, which consists of the dignity 
of the individual people who create the nation. The negation of Christian values 
in the legal order began in France with the Liberal Revolution [Krukowski, 2012].

After World War II, three Christian politicians: Konrad Adenauer, Alcide 
de Gasperi and Robert Schumann attempted to unite the nations of Europe to 
prevent the outbreak of another war [Pionierzy Unii Europejskiej, 2025]. It was 
them who initiated the reconstruction of the Christian Europe, and Jean Monnet, 
already during World War II, prepared a program constituting the foundations of 
the future European Union [Czym jest plan Schumana?, 2025]. A devout Catholic, 
Robert Schuman, a lawyer by education and the French Minister of Foreign Affairs 
after World War II, was one of the founding fathers of the European Union, and 
as an advocate of Franco-German cooperation, he assumed that peace in Europe 
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was possible only through reconciliation with Germany. Without such a Chris-
tian perspective, the vision of the European integration would not be possible. 
Schuman, in cooperation with the French economist Jean Monnet, developed 
a plan to exercise joint control over the production of coal and steel, which were 
strategic raw materials in the 1950s [Robert Schuman: architekt projektu…, 2025]. 
Presented by Schuman on May 9, 1950, the project two years later contributed 
to the creation of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) - as a result of 
the Paris Agreements signed in 1951. Thus, the European integration was initi-
ated by six founding countries: Belgium, France, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, 
Germany and Italy. In 1957, the Treaties of Rome were signed and the European 
Communities (EC) were created, which included the European Atomic Energy 
Community – Euratom and the European Economic Community – EEC. The Euro-
pean Communities, constituting the institutional framework of integrating Europe, 
were the predecessor of today’s European Union. On November 1, 1993, under 
the Maastricht Treaty signed on February 7, 1992, the European Economic Com-
munity became the European Community – one of the pillars of the established 
European Union (the second pillar is the common foreign and security policy, and 
the third: cooperation in the field of justice and home affairs). In 2007, as a result 
of signing the Lisbon Treaty, significant changes took place – the European Union 
(EU) acquired legal personality and replaced the European Community, taking 
over all its competences. Therefore, with the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty 
on December 1, 2009, the European Community ceased to exist, and Euratom, 
having not merged with the European Union, retained a separate legal personality. 
To summarise this synthetic information, the European Union was established on 
November 1, 1993 under the Treaty on European Union. In 2023, 30 years will 
have passed since this historic moment.

This study is devoted to the Servant of God Robert Schuman (1886–1963) 
[Dębiński, 2004] and his plan for the post-war reconstruction of Christian Europe, 
in order to further present a diagnosis of religiosity and secularisation in the EU 
countries. Then, the threats contained in the thought of John Paul II related to 
Europe’s departure from its Christian roots were presented. The article also draws 
attention to the contemporary EU values and to the secularisation of marriage 
and family, as particularly dangerous for the future of the EU. While the European 
Communities were based on Christian values, today’s European Union, denying 
its Christian roots, acts as if God did not exist [Grabowski, Gierycz, 2017]. The 
economic and political changes in the European integration are accompanied by 
changes in the values that constitute the foundation of these processes. The aim 
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of the article is to show the values promoted by Robert Schuman and compare 
them with today’s EU values, which are inscribed in the secular tradition. The 
aim of the article is to confront Robert Schuman’s vision of integration based on 
Christian values with the values of today’s EU pointing to the threats resulting 
from Europe’s departure from its Christian heritage. The aim of the research is to 
seek an answer to the question: What may be the consequences of the European 
Union’s rejection of the Christian heritage?

2. A vision of integration based on the Christian values according 
to Robert Schuman

Robert Schuman, in the declaration made on May 9, 1950, which laid the foun-
dations for a united Europe, stated that “Europe will not be created all at once or 
in its entirety: it will be created through specific implementations, first creating 
real solidarity” [Deklaracja z 9 maja 1950 roku…, 2011]. Commenting on his 
declaration, Schuman stated that he created it because he believed in the Christian 
foundations of Europe [Audisio, Chiara, 2007: 84].

Robert Schuman was a proponent of a “Europe of values”. In his statements, 
he often repeated that the value of Europe is a Europe of values, and the project 
of Europe should be a “community of homelands” [Sotowska, 2023]. The funda-
mental terms in Schuman’s declaration were: peace, reconciliation and solidarity 
[Deklaracja Schumana…, 2025]. Schuman emphasised that the unity of Europe 
can only be based on the foundation of Christian civilisation, and democracy on 
fidelity to the teachings of Christ and the implementation of the principle of love 
for one’s neighbor. He was close to the idea of unity in the diversity of European 
nations, which, owing to the awareness of common spiritual roots, should be 
connected by bonds of brotherhood, cooperation and love, and at the same time 
ready to give up some of their particular interests for the common good [Kobesz-
ko, 2021]. In his book “For Europe”, Schuman wrote, among other things, that 
democracy is doctrinally and chronologically related to Christianity, and “Chris-
tianity taught the equality of all people, children of the same God, redeemed by 
Christ, without distinction of race, skin color, class and profession. It brought 
recognition of the dignity of work and the obligation for all to recognise it. It 
brought primacy to internal values…”. In the book, which is a kind of a testament, 
Schuman, emphasising the contribution of Christianity to the European culture 
and civilisation, wrote that Christianity is not and cannot be identified with any 
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form of government, even if it is a democratic form, because the Church, which 
is concerned with defending the most important interests the human person: 
his freedom, dignity and development, must ensure respect for natural law and 
revealed truths [Schuman, 2003]. Schuman’s vision of the European integration 
was based on the belief that the best way to serve one’s country is cooperation 
based on trust. The Schuman Plan is one of the most important documents in the 
history of the European civilization, inspiring this formula of understanding and 
practicing politics [Głażewski, 2021].

Faith helped Schuman take on subsequent life challenges. He was a Chris-
tian and a politician, and at the same time a modest man who respected others, 
a man of great stature, both spiritually and intellectually [Szareyko, 2009]. Deep 
Catholicism was the most important motive for Schuman’s actions, he attended 
Latin Holy Mass every day and prayed for a world without war. He saw the future 
Europe as integrated and consisting of states with their own national identities. He 
did not see the point of building democracy in isolation from the foundations of 
Christianity. Schuman was a politician who was never ashamed to acknowledge 
Jesus Christ. Konrad Adenauer said about Schuman: “Saint in a suit” [Bugała, 
2025]. Schuman’s idea of the unity of Europe grew out of concern for the preser-
vation and transmission of the heritage of Christian culture to future generations.

The beatification process of Robert Schuman opened on June 9, 1990 [Wó-
jtowicz, 2021]. In 2021, Pope Francis approved the decree on the heroic virtues of 
Robert Schuman, which marked an important step towards beatification [Wysocka, 
2021]. In his life, Schuman combined fidelity to Christian values with political 
activity, which laid the foundations for an integrated Europe. In 2004, Robert 
Schuman was proclaimed a Servant of God. Today, against the background of 
the refugee crisis and the controversy surrounding the place of Islam on the “old 
continent”, the discussion regarding the Christian values on which the European 
Union was built is returning.

3. Values of today’s European Union

The purpose of the European Union, as follows from Article 3 of the Treaty on 
European Union is to promote peace, its values and the well-being of its nations 
[ABC prawa…, 2023]. The member states of the European Union are united by 
economic and political ties [Ewolucja ustroju…, 2025] and a common system 
of values, which are written down in Art. 2 of the Treaty of Lisbon [Dziennik 
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Urzędowy…, 2016] and in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union [Dziennik Urzędowy…, 2012]. The fundamental European principles in-
clude: human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, law-abidingness and respect 
for human rights, including the rights of people belonging to minorities. These 
values are common to the Member States and are based on pluralism, non-dis-
crimination, tolerance, justice, solidarity and equality between women and men 
[Dz.U.2004.90.864/30]. The EU is based not only on the metioned values, but 
also on two principles, namely: democracy and the rule of law [Wróbel: 20]. 
However, a problem arises when interpreting these values, because it turns out 
that the EU has moved far from the values proclaimed by the founding fathers 
of Europe, which means that both the values and principles do not flow from the 
Christian roots of Robert Schuman’s vision of European integration.

In 2001, Germany and France recognised the need to adopt a constitution 
for the European Union. The adoption of the Treaty establishing a Constitution 
for Europe by referendum was supposed to be the fullest form of legitimising the 
government and confirming citizens’ involvement in the complex issue of the 
European integration [Kużelewska, 2011]. The constitution is a means of defining 
common goals and rules for adopting binding decisions. The European Constitu-
tion is an international agreement signed by the Member States of the European 
Union on October 29, 2004 in Rome. However, due to the lack of ratification by 
all parties, this agreement did not enter into force. During the debate on the EU 
constitution, the topic of God was not raised, and mainly France and Belgium were 
against including a reference to God in the preamble. The reason is the secular 
nature of these countries and their fear that followers of other religions might feel 
aggrieved in this way. At the same time, Germany emphasised that followers of 
other religions can freely practice their faith in Europe, but, as German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel said, everyone could find out where the roots of our culture are 
through the reference to God in the constitution [Czerny, 2006].

Today, the EU’s actions are determined more by secular tradition than by the 
Christian heritage. Debates increasingly reject the primacy of the family based 
on marriage and the culture of life. According to research by the Pew Institute 
Research Center (PRC) The European Union is becoming more and more atheistic 
[Veneto, Wojteczek, 2022], cutting itself off from its roots. The PRC survey was 
conducted in 2022 among 34 countries on the Old Continent. The inhabitants of 
these countries were asked whether they believed in God with absolute certainty. 
The lowest percentage of deep believers was recorded in Germany – only 10% of 
residents answered that they believed in God with absolute certainty. A similar 
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response rate was recorded among residents of France and Switzerland. These 
countries can be described as countries of spiritual crisis. The highest percentag-
es are observed in Bosnia and Herzegovina (66%, with the proviso that Islam is 
the dominant religion in this country). Romania is second (64%), and Serbia is 
third (58%). In Poland this percentage was 45%. Figure 1 presents the results of 
this study for European Union countries (there is a lack of data for Cyprus, Lux-
embourg, Malta and Slovenia), which show how to European countries differ in 
religious commitment [Evans, Baronavski, 2018]. The highest percentage refers 
to Romania (64%), Greece (59%) and Croatia (57%).

Figure 1. Percentage of Europeans believing in God with absolute certainty
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Source: the author’s own elaboration based on [Evans, Baronavski, 2018].

From the data included in Figure 1 it can be concluded that the vast major-
ity of Central and Eastern Europeans express belief in God and that Europe is 
becoming more and more secularised. For comparison, it is worth mentioning 
the results of a study by the Institute of Catholic Church Statistics (ISKK), which 
took place 10 years ago. At that time, among the European Union countries, 
belief in God was most common in Malta, Romania and Cyprus, and least com-
mon in Estonia, Sweden and the Czech Republic. At that time, the vast majority 
of European inhabitants considered themselves Christians (76.2%) [Religijność 
w Europie, 2014].
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Unfortunately, secularisation also affects countries that were previously 
considered the most Catholic, e.g. Poland. This applies, for example, to elimi-
nating the Christian roots of Christmas in the name of a peculiarly understood 
political correctness. What comes to mind is the return of the trend forcibly 
imposed by communist regimes [Warszawa wstydzi się Jezusa…, 2023]. When 
it comes to teaching religion in schools, it is a part of European standards, 
although its implementation is diverse. In most countries, participation is vol-
untary [Przeciszewski, 2023]. Freedom of religion is guaranteed in Art. 9 of 
the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 
[Wolność kultu…, 2021]. The development of the EU’s attitude towards religion 
is accompanied by dialogue with the Church and religious movements [Golus, 
2014]. Religion is a factor determining the identity of individuals and commu-
nities, and Christianity is an important culture-forming factor. While religion, 
which is expressed through culture and influences the formation of national 
identity, concerns human development in the transcendental dimension of his 
life, culture determines human development in the dimension of temporal val-
ues. In today’s globalised society, where pluralism is proclaimed, the influence 
of religion on shaping the identity of multicultural and multi-religious societies 
in Europe is also changing.

Eurobarometer data shows that only 6% of European Union residents men-
tion religion as one of the values that guide their lives, even though 72% of 
EU residents consider themselves Christians, including 48% Catholics, 12% 
Protestants, 8% for Eastern Christians and 4% belong to other denominations. 
Most EU countries do not conduct research on the frequency of receiving Holy 
Communion, which is partly due to the fact that in Western European countries 
it is usually received by almost all participants of the Holy Mass (regardless of 
whether sacramental absolution has been obtained or not) [Religijność w Eu-
ropie, 2014].

Additionally, and this is very sad, there is a kind of moral split among 
some Christians, which manifests itself in, on the one hand, declaring faith 
in God, and on the other, demeanor or declaration of demeanor contrary to 
the Commandments of the Decalogue, e.g. faith in God, while accepting the 
legalisation of abortion, which is considered a lesser evil or free choice, or the 
postulate of acceptance of homosexual relationships. Unfortunately, the Vatican 
also provides examples of failure to adhere to tradition, e.g. by allowing same-
sex couples to be blessed [Przeciszewski, 2023]. In the context of the crisis 
of the Church, we should express hope that in the future a pope will restore 
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traditional values and the full traditional Holy Mass, because it is a treasure of 
the Church that should be preserved for future generations [Schneider, 2023]. 
Robert Schuman, as was already mentioned, attended such a Latin Mass [Ko-
beszko, 2021].

Secular identity is present among both elites and ordinary residents of the 
European Union. Fundamental values are increasingly the subject of dispute in 
the EU. For example, the European Union proclaims contradictory definitions of 
marriage and proclaims human dignity, but at the same time, it considers con-
sistent with this value to finance research aimed at taking human life in the first, 
embryonic phases of its development [Grabowski, Gierycz, 2019]. The European 
Union, unable to make sacrifices, cares more and more about its own interests, 
its money and business than about the values on which it was built. An example 
of such actions in the context of migration is the failure to distinguish between 
defense against illegal “refugees” from Belarus and assistance to refugees from 
Ukraine [Roszkowski, 2022]. In recent years, EU activities have focused pri-
marily on the pandemic, greening of the economy, and internal affairs division 
concerning the rule of law [Borkowski, 2021]. Moreover, in view of the possible 
Franco-German rapprochement, the prospect of peripheralisation of the countries 
based on Christian values is becoming more and more real. The functioning of 
the European Union as a community of norms and values [Florczak, Pacześniak, 
2014] should be critically assessed.

The resignation of the member states from part of their sovereignty in favour 
of the EU allows the conclusion that in the process of its development, the struc-
ture of the EU was built similar to the structure of a federal state [ABC prawa…, 
2023]. The current European Union already has some features of a totalitarian 
organisation [NIE dla superpaństwa…, 2023]. It is worth adding here that one 
of the EU symbols refers to Christian roots. It is a flag designed by the French 
cartoonist Arsene Heitz. The inspiration for this EU symbol was the biblical im-
age of the Virgin Mary – with a halo of twelve stars. The flag in this form was 
approved by the European Parliament in 1983 [Kto wymyślił Unię Europejską?…, 
2023]. However, apart from the Christian symbol, which is often associated with 
the number of EU members rather than attachment to Christian values, today’s 
Europe is moving away from its roots. Moral relativism should be considered the 
main threat of this process. Moreover, the lack of values resulting from God’s 
truth makes man miserable because his soul is bereaved.

The aim of the neutrality towards religious beliefs proclaimed by secular 
states is the complete eradication of Christian values from the legal order. The 
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religiosity of Europeans today is characterised by the modernisation of religion, 
secularisation and relativisation, which result in a crisis of its traditional form, 
leading to a departure from the values that were the source of European Christian 
culture [Krukowski, 2012; Krasowska, 2013]. John Paul II drew attention to this 
process of moving away from the Christian roots of European culture, which took 
shape in the 1950s, calling it a threat to European integration.

To sum up, today values in the EU are often an empty phrase, because the 
EU seems to assume that it is impossible to be a modern European and a person 
practicing religion at the same time [Banaszak, 2014]. Meanwhile, Poland is one 
of the most religious countries in the European Union, and Polish Pope John 
Paul II was one of the most influential popes in history.

4. The departure from Christian roots as a threat to European 
integration in the thought of John Paul II

From the beginning of his pontificate, Saint John Paul II emphasised that Christi-
anity was and is a decisive factor in the history of Europe [Europa w nauczaniu…, 
2023], because the foundations of the spiritual unity of Europe were laid on the 
Gospel. Feeling special responsibility for the spiritual and moral face of Europe 
and recognising European culture as the sphere of special care of the Church, 
the Pope often spoke about how important it is that the nations of Europe do not 
lose their Christian roots [Wójtowicz, 2021]. The element defining the identity of 
the “old continent” is the Church founded by Jesus Christ [Jan Paweł II, 2002], 
and common Christian roots constitute a commitment to building the unity of 
Europe based on spirituality and Christian values [Muszyński, 2002]. John Paul II 
often spoke out on the issue of the European integration, seeking to strengthen 
Christianity in Europe through its full unification [Delong, 2011]. In Gniezno on 
June 3, 1997, he said: “There will be no unity in Europe unless it is a community 
of spirit” [Wystawa…, 2008]. Six years later, in the exhortation “Ecclesia in Eu-
ropa”, he explained that he saw Christianity as an important factor in the process 
of “Europeanization of Europe” [Przeciszewski, 2019]. He perceived the problems 
of changes taking place in the European Union in the context of combining the 
heritage of the past with the challenges of the present and the future [Chodubski, 
2014]. John Paul II pointed to Robert Schuman as a model for all those responsible 
for building Europe [Sotowska, 2023].
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In a homily delivered in Gniezno in 1997, John Paul II asked: “Without 
Christ, it is impossible to build lasting unity. This cannot be done by cutting 
ourselves off from the roots from which the nations and cultures of Europe grew 
and from the great wealth of past centuries. How can we hope to build a ‘com-
mon house for all of Europe if there are no bricks of human conscience, burned 
in the fire of the Gospel, united by the bond of solidarity and social love, which 
is the fruit of God’s love?” [Jan Paweł II: Zrąb tożsamości…, 2022]. Meanwhile, 
when the European Constitution was being drafted at the beginning of the 21st 
century, the demands of appealing to God or even Christianity were rejected, 
which illustrates a change in the understanding of European integration and 
a departure from the European roots of the EU’s founding fathers. Commenting 
in 2002 on this lack of reference to Christian roots, John Paul II did not hide 
his disappointment at the lack of mention of God, Who is the original source 
of human dignity and of his fundamental rights. John Paul II said that omitting 
a reference to God in the Charter of Fundamental Rights and the preamble to 
the European Constitution is an ahistorical and insulting action to the fathers 
of the new Europe. The Pope emphasised that this demeans the work of Robert 
Schuman, distorting his vision of a united Europe heading in a safe direction 
[Bugała, 2025]. Saint John Paul II recalled how many tears and blood were 
shed in Europe when it forgot its Christian roots [Europa i wartości chrześci-
jańskie…, 2000].

John Paul II, seeing the threats to European integration resulting from the 
parting from Christian values, repeatedly expressed concern about the wave of 
secularism flooding Europe [Re, 2011], which means a decline in religiosity and 
people’s turning away from God. The Pope pointed out a particular threat to the 
future of the EU in the form of the secularisation of marriage and family, em-
phasising that the most clear manifestation of the functioning of the secularised 
model of marriage and family life is the legalisation of abortion in many European 
countries [Stępniak, 2014]. It is undoubtedly a paradox for the EU that while 
proclaiming the need to respect human rights, the human right to life is denied 
[Nasz Profesor: Karol Wojtyła…, 2025]. A comparison of the contemporary EU, 
which is moving away from its Christian roots, compared to the vision of Euro-
pean integration according to the Servant of God Robert Schuman is presented in 
Table 1. The information contained therein confirms that today’s EU has rejected 
its Christian roots.
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Table 1. Christian values according to Schuman vs. today’s EU

Robert Schuman’s vision 
of European integration EU today

Specifically Christian values yes no

Universal ethical values:

the good of the human 
person yes no

the good of the family yes no

common good yes no

Source: the author’s own study.

European identity is currently in crisis as a result of the rejection of the 
Christian values on which it was built [Wiech, 2021]. John Paul II pointed out 
the threat associated with rejecting the cult of the living and true God in the form 
of a real threat to the existence of Europe in both the human and material sense 
[Guz, 2019]. Message of the Holy Father John Paul II was reflected in his words 
spoken during the Homily delivered during the Holy Mass which solemnly began 
his pontificate [October 22, 1978]: “Do not be afraid, open wide the doors to 
Christ, open the doors of his saving power” [Otwórzcie na oścież drzwi Chrystusowi, 
2025]. Without Christian heritage, there is a real threat to European integration, 
resulting in the collapse of the EU. This implies an urgent need for repeated evan-
gelisation of the European Union countries.

5. Conclusions

The Schuman Declaration, delivered on May 9, 1950, announced the creation of 
the European Coal and Steel Community and was a kind of road map for build-
ing the predecessor of the European Union. Schuman referred to the concept of 
“community” inherently related to the category of solidarity, which he considered 
the central principle of integration. The example of Robert Schuman also shows 
that by engaging in politics one can achieve holiness.

John Paul II emphasised many times that Europe’s identity cannot be under-
stood without Christianity. Meanwhile, today’s European Union is characterised 
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by gradual and uneven secularisation, which means that we can talk about 
a post-Christian EU in which economics and finances are more important than 
the values on which it was founded. Referring to the thought of John Paul II, 
one cannot cut off the roots from which it has grown, and the common European 
home must become, taking Christian traditions as an example, Europe of the 
spirit. Cutting off the roots will result in moral relativism, constituting a threat to 
European integration and a crisis threatening the existence of the European Union.

This study does not exhaust the topic, but it may constitute a starting point 
for further considerations in this area and searching for answers to the question 
regarding the consequences of the European Union’s rejection of the Christian 
heritage. A limitation of this study is the lack of data for all EU countries regard-
ing the responses of EU residents to the question about believing in God with 
absolute certainty and the failure of most EU countries to carry out research on 
the reception of Holy Communion by the faithful. In future research, it would be 
worth taking into account participation in the traditional Holy Mass in this context, 
because the consequence of the restrictions resulting from the announcement of 
the pandemic was an increase in the number of the faithful attending Mass in the 
classical Roman rite, and Robert Schuman, as indicated, attended such a mass.

May God allow Europe to take advantage of the chance given to it, the last 
possibility of salvation [Schuman, 2003]. Lord, let us in Your Church honor Rob-
ert Schuman, a disciple and follower of Christ, as blessed. Let him be a model for 
legislators and rulers, so that they too become servants of their nations and work 
for peace and justice between them [Kobeszko, 2021; Proces beatyfikacyjny, 2025].
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Legal acts

Dziennik Urzędowy Unii Europejskiej, Karta Praw Podstawowych Unii Europejskiej 
(2012/C 326/02), https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/PL/TXT/?uri=ce-
lex:12012P/TXT [date of access: 21.03.2025].

Dziennik Urzędowy Unii Europejskiej, Wersje skonsolidowane Traktatu o Unii Eu-
ropejskiej i Traktatu o Funkcjonowaniu Unii Europejskiej (2016/C 202/01), 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/PL/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:12016ME/
TXT&from=PL [date of access: 21.03.2025].

Dz.U.2004.90.864/30 – Traktat o Unii Europejskiej.
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